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HORTALITY IN MUSSELB AT ORANGE, VA.

BY W. J. FARRER, ORANGE, VA.

Referving to Mr, Strode’s paper in the December number of the
Navreinos, Ltoo, have been lately much puzzled at finding dead
missels in lurge quantities in the ponds about this place; hundreds
muy be picked up each morning on the edges of one pond, especially
that belonging to a grist mill. T, hyalinus and A. williamsii seem
te he the principal sufferers, for although 4. edentate, M, undulata
and U complonatus sbound in the same pond, only s few emply
shells of these latter are found and they seem to have been cleaned,
out by raceoons; the other two species are always found with the
animal entive and for the most part full of spawn.  This, as well
a8 the other ponds about, has been unusually low throughout the
lnat two months and with Mr. Strode T think low water and not
eutfish, accounta for the bivalve mortality.

[ may mention that in the same pond large numbers of cat-
fish have died throughout the summer and autumn; some I took
in & dying state had a growth of fungus on the body.

The Atlantie shore of Ne
find suitable conditions there,

50 sandy that few land suails
I hdve seen specimens of only the
ﬁn]luw-ing species from the imdpediate neighborhood of the const,
restricting this to a strip of say dpe or two miles inland.
Helix (Mesodon) thyroides Ray,
All the enstern New  Jlrsey shecimens are thin and light,
resoiehling the bueenlenta form more than the typical thyroides.
Those from Ashury Pyrk are toothicks, have the umbilicus half
coverad, nnd mensare om 17 Lo 19 mon\diameter,
int Pleasant, N. J,, eyllected by Messrs. I'. H,
Brown and Witmgt Stohe are even smaller\than those collected by
myself at Asbury’Park.. Compared with the\ypical thyroides these
gpecimens are/much smaller, generally more globose and conoidal,
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